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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . The Applicants' arguments and amendments filed on September 26, 2006 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 7, 3, 5-11, 14-16, 18, and 20-26 are allowed. The claims indicated include 
limitations that the prior arts of record do not appear to teach or render obvious, hence 
they are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As presented in the previous Office Action, IVIerchant et al. (US006775290B1 ) discloses, 
"storing VLAN data indicating a plurality of VLAN identifiers corresponding to the multiple 
VLANs supported by the port" and determining the active connections by comparing "the 
VLAN identifier of a data packet received via the port . . . with the plurality of VLAN 
identifiers ... [of] the stored VLAN data" {Merchant, col.1, lines 54-59). In addition. 
Merchant discloses, "many VLAN implementations define VLAN membership by groups 
of switch ports. For example, ports 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 on a switch make up VLAN A, while 
ports 4, 5,and 6 make up VLAN B. Alternatively, VLAN membership may be based on 
MAC addresses" (Merchant, col. 1 , lines 39-43). Hence, Merchant teaches that VLAN A 
is associated with specific switch ports 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8, which, in turn, are connected to 
specific machines located at specific locations. For example, machines of department C 
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in a company, located on a certain floor, can all be connected to specific switch ports 1 , 
2, and 3. Therefore, machines of department C are associated with VLAN A and are 
specifically located on a certain floor of a building. 

Also presented in the previous Office Action, Edsall et al. (US005742604) discloses, 
"this feature of the invention allows segmenting of a network such that ports of physically 
separated switches (e.g., in different buildings or on different floors of a building) may be 
associated in a virtual switch configuration" {E6sb\\, coI.7, lines 57-61). Hence, Edsall 
teaches of the ability of configuring a VLAN such that user stations in different buildings 
or on different floors of a building (i.e., location specific to the buildings or floors) can be 
associated together as an entity designated by the VLAN identifier defined by the 
network administrator. 

Also presented in the previous Office Action, Lau et al. (US006463478B1) discloses, 
"often times, individual segments are lost or damaged during transit. This maybe the 
result of line noise or other factors that function to corrupt the data. In order to anticipate 
and compensate for such occurrences, computer networks implement error correction 
protocols capable of requesting retransmission of individual data frames that have been 
lost or damaged in transit" (Lau, col:1 , lines 51-57). Hence, Lau teaches of 
implementing an error correction protocol capable of requesting retransmission from the 
source of lost or damaged packets (i.e., incoming packets with missing information). 
However, the prior arts of record fail to teach or suggest individually or in combination as 
stated in the independent claims for "and the processor further comprises a Querying 
agent configured to request transmission of location information associated with the 
plurality of port identifiers from the associated access concentrator in response to a 
determination that a packet has been received that fails to include location information: 
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and"sr\6 in combination with other limitations as set forth in the independent claims, as 
well as Applicants' arguments presented on pages 8-11 of the Amendment filed on 
September 26, 2006. In the fore mentioned amendment, the Applicants argued, "As 
such, Lau discloses retransmission of an entire frame, whereas the claimed invention 
requests location information if a determination is made that the data packet fails to 
include such information, not retransmission of the entire packet. Moreover, Lau fails to 
disclose any determination that a data packet fails to include location information as 
recited in independent claim 1. Thus, Lau fails to teach or suggest a querying agent 
configured to request transmission of location information associated with the plurality of 
port identifiers from the associated access concentrator in response to a determination 
that a data packet has been received that fails to include location information as claimed 
in independent claim 1" (pg.10, lines 2-10). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jason D. Cardone 
can be reached oh 571/272-3933. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
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this application or proceeding is assigned are 571/273-8300 for regular communications 
and 571/273-8300 for After Final communications. 

December 6, 2006 Supervisory PE (A U2 1 45) 



